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Russian Foreign Policy: A Chronology

July-September 2005 

July 

1 July 2005 The press secretary of the Armenian power grids, Margarita Grigoryan, denies reports that the company has been taken over by the Russian United Synergy Systems. 

Chinese President Hu Jintao visits Moscow for talks with Vladimir Putin.   Rosneft and the China National Petroleum Company sign a cooperation agreement.  The Russian and Chinese leaders sign a joint declaration on the international order in the 21st century.   At the beginning of 2005 the total volume of Russian contractual investment in China was 1.107bn dollars. 

Ukrainian Enerhoatom company offers Russia a rate of 12 kopecks per kilowatt (0.024 dollars, before it cost Russia 0.014 dollars) and stops electricity export until Russia agrees to the new rates.

Deputy of chief of Russia's Gazprom, Aleksandr Medvedev, says Russia is not interested in Ukraine's proposal to create a joint gas consortium for the sole purpose of building new pipelines. 

1 July 2005 The Russian and Kazakh Interior Ministries meet to discuss border cooperation in Kostanay.  The two interior ministries are planning to hold joint targeted operations to combat crime in border areas, first of all, drug trafficking.

1 July 2005  The secretary-general of the Eurasian Economic Community (EAEC),  Grigoriy Rapota, says the EAEC is not at the moment "particularly intent on expansion”.  The EAEC comprises Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kirgizia, Russia and Tajikistan.

2 July 2005 The Main Staff of the Russian Air Force denies the Estonian claims that a Russian aircraft has violated the Estonian border. 

2 July 2005  The Foreign Ministry (MFA) welcomes the fact that the Organization of the Islamic Conference has granted Russia observer status. 

2 July 2005 The Ukrainian Party of Regions and Yedinaya Rossiya sign an agreement on cooperation.   The leader of the Party of Regions, Viktor Yanukovych, and member of the presidium of Yedinaya Rossiya’s general council Konstantin Kosachev sign the agreement. 

2 July 2005 The OSCE Parliamentary Assembly meets in Washington.  

3 July 2005 Vladimir Putin has talks with French President Jacques Chirac and German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder in Kaliningrad.  Vladimir Putin affirms his line on Iraq, and says Russia will continue to support Germany as a candidate for the post of a permanent member of the UN Security Council.

3 July 2005 Vladimir Putin has stated that Russia will support at the G8 the initiative regarding financial aid to Africa and will propose energy security as a subject for the summit in 2006. 

3 July 2005 Vladimir Putin says Russia "behaved absolutely correctly when it withdrew its signature from the border agreement with Estonia".  This is because the Estonian parliament ratified the treaty with a reference to the 1920 Tartu treaty.

3 July 2005 China and Russia issue a joint communiqué on their shared stance on terrorism, UN reform and the nuclear issue on the Korean Peninsula.  The two countries will try to reach the target to increase trade to 60bn-80bn dollars by 2010. In 2004, bilateral trade reached a record level of 21.23bn dollars. 2005 has seen that same high rate of growth of over 20 per cent in the bilateral trade.

3 July 2005 The president of the People's Republic of China, Hu Jintao, the Russian president's plenipotentiary representative in the Siberian Federal District, Anatoliy Kvashnin, and heads of the executive and legislative branches of power of Siberian regions meet in Novosibirsk.

4 July 2005 A Russian Audit Chamber delegation visits Iran.  

4 July 2005 Sergey Lavrov says it is important to prevent a split in the UN. He is speaking after talks with his Irish counterpart, Dermot Ahern, who is currently in Moscow as a special envoy of the UN secretary-general.  

As a result of reform the UN should become more united…it is essential that the Security Council's composition should reflect the changes that have taken place in the world in recent decades. But this should be done in a way that enhances the organization's unity and prevents a split…Russia is willing to cooperate in efforts to achieve a general consensus on how to reform the Security Council.

4 July 2005 Andrey Kokoshin, a Duma deputy and former head of the Russian Security Council, who is deputy co-chairman of the Russian part of the Russian-Chinese committee for friendship, peace and development says the majority of Duma members support the People's Republic of China's line on asserting sovereignty over Taiwan.

5 July 2005 The Shanghai Cooperation Organization summit takes place in Astana.  Vladimir Putin attends.  India, Iran and Pakistan are to join the SCO as observers.

5 July 2005 The MFA says that that two vehicles of the Russian embassy have come under fire in Baghdad but no embassy staff were injured.

5 July 2005 The chairman of the Audit Chamber, Sergey Stepashin, says Russia is ready to build further generating sets at Iran's Bushehr power station, and is interested in doing so.

6 July 2005 An agreement on cooperation in the destruction of chemical weapons and the disposal of old Russian nuclear submarines, concluded between Russia and Canada in June 2004, has now been ratified in the Federation Council.

6 July 2005 Prime Minister Mikhail Fradkov signs an intergovernmental agreement with China that defines the debt of the former Soviet Union and Russian Federation to that country.

6 July 2005 Vladimir Putin concludes his visit to Kazakhstan.  Putin and his Kazakh counterpart Nursultan Nazarbayev witness the signing of an agreement in the energy sector - a joint venture on the basis of the Ekibastuz power plant. In addition, the Rosneft oil company will now be allowed to develop the Kurmangazy oil field. 

6 July 2005 The MFA states that Polish President Aleksander Kwasniewski has effectively associated himself with the possibility of Estonia making territorial claims on Russia and that Moscow has no need of Warsaw's mediation in tackling problems in Russian-Estonian relations.

6 July 2005 Russo-Turkish naval exercises take place in the Black Sea.

7 July 2005 Vladimir Putin attends the G8 summit at Gleneagles, UK.

7 July 2005 Konstantin Kosachev, the head of the Duma Committee on International Affairs, says in response to the series of terrorist acts in London, the leaders of the G8 must adopt a plan of new joint actions to counteract this international threat. 

The head of the Duma security committee, Vladimir Vasil’yev, has said that at present civilized countries can combat terrorism only by joining their efforts.

Gennadiy Gudkov, a member of the State Duma Committee on Security, believes that the explosions in London will force Europe to look with fresh eyes at what is taking place in Russia.   

7 July 2005 The Russian embassy in Baghdad says it “has accepted the appeal by the Iraqi government to diplomatic missions not to leave the country”.

7 July 2005 The US Senate proposes to allocate 85m dollars for the development of the economy and democracy in Russia. Five million dollars of this are intended for political parties.

The chairman of the Duma, Boris Gryzlov, says it would be more expedient for the West to invest in the development of the economy rather than in support of democracy in Russia.  

7 July 2005 Sergey Lavrov calls upon Russia's regions to develop their links with the countries of the Asia-Pacific region and India.  He opens the fifth sitting of the council of heads of constituent parts of the Russian Federation at the Russian MFA.

7 July 2005 Rosatom and the EBRD sign an agreement in Moscow on the provision of technical assistance to Russia in implementing projects under the Multilateral Nuclear Environmental Programme.

8 July 2005 Sergey Lavrov says that terrorists' accomplices should not be able to find refuge anywhere in the world.   

We must make it impossible for the masterminds and accomplices of terrorists to find refuge anywhere…Russia, like nobody else, knows that the fight against terrorism must be based on unified standards that eliminate using any aspects of terrorism in a political game.

Members of the UN Security Council must double or triple their efforts to maintain leadership in the international community in counteracting terrorism…All international legislative grounds for counteracting terrorism have been established, and they should be used. It is all coordinated by the anti-terror committee of the UN Security Council. Close cooperation based on partnership and trust among  security services becomes crucial when it comes to preventing terrorist attacks…The work is being done, but it has to be intensified and provisions should be made for it to be done on the basis of unified standards.

Lavrov said that at Russia's initiative, Resolution 1566 had been passed by the UNSC last year.  It introduced the key principle which said that no political goals can justify terrorism. He added that at Russia's initiative Resolution 1540 had been passed that erected a barrier against terrorists gaining access to weapons of mass destruction. 

The MFA states that the tragic events at the Nord-Ost siege and in Beslan and London are seen in Moscow as links in a single chain.

The leader of the Motherland faction, Dmitriy Rogozin, tells the Duma's plenary sitting that London has become a refuge for all kinds of terrorist organizations.

Chechen President Alu Alkhanov calls on the international community to work out tough sanctions against countries which are providing shelter to terrorists and their ideologists.

8 July 2005 Vladimir Putin says at the G8 summit in Gleneagles that the Russian Federation will act so as to provide for sustainable development of the world economy, first and foremost in the energy sector.  Putin tells his G8 colleagues that Russia, which is extracting 470m tonnes of oil annually, "is doing its utmost in order to extract more oil and gas". 

Putin urges countries to close ranks to prevent terrorists from moving from one country to another.  He says energy security will be the main topic at the 2006 G8 summit in St.Petersburg.

8 July 2005 Greek foreign minister Petros Moliviatis visits Moscow for talks with Sergey Lavrov.

8 July 2005 Kazem Jalali, head of Iranian Majlis group of Iran-Russia parliamentary friendship and head of Majlis national security committee meets Aleksandr Rumyantsev, head of the Federal Atomic Energy Agency in Moscow.   

Mohammed Khoshchehreh, an adviser to president-elect Mahmud Ahmadinezhad, says Iran is going to continue cooperating with Russia in nuclear power projects.  Khoshchehreh oversees Iranian-Russian relations in Iran's parliament. He is visiting Moscow, where he has met the speakers of the Duma and Federation Council.

8 July 2005 Deputy Interior Minister Sergey Razov says military cooperation is not a priority of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization.  “As for military and technical cooperation, this is definitely not a priority for this organization. The priorities are the economy and security.”

9 July 2005 The MFA says Moscow trusts that the presidential elections in Kyrgyzstan set for 10 July will be fair and open, and will pass off without interference from outside.

9 July 2005 The MFA welcomes reports that the USA and North Korea have agreed on a renewal soon of the six-way negotiations on the Korean peninsula nuclear issue.

9 July 2005 The MFA welcomes the formation of a new leadership in Sudan.

10 July 2005 Defence Minister Sergey Ivanov visits Spain.

11 July 2005 Sergey Lavrov says Russia "welcomes the result of the election in Kyrgyzstan and hopes that the country's course of development based on international norms will continue". Kurmanbek Bakiyev was elected president.

11 July 2005 Sergey Lavrov says Russia welcomes Pyongyang's readiness to sit down at the negotiating table over North Korean nuclear weapons.

12 July 2005 head of the Russian Atomic Energy Agency, Aleksandr Rumyantsev, says the change of leadership in Iran will not affect nuclear power cooperation with Russia.

12 July 2005 South African foreign minister Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma visits Moscow.

12 July 2005 Defence Minister Sergey Ivanov says joint Russian-Spanish naval exercises will be held off the Spanish coast in 2006.

12 July 2005 Mediators from Russia, Ukraine and the OSCE present the leadership of Moldova and Dnestr region with a package of proposals entitled "Arms control - measures to strengthen trust and security in Moldova."

12 July 2005 MFA spokesman Aleksandr Yakovenko says the MFA would like to see a balance between military-political, economic and humanitarian activities of the OSCE restored in the process of reform of this organization.  He says:

Russia's position, which is well known and has been communicated to our partners in the OSCE on many occasions, is unchanged: the reform of the organization should be multi-component.  In practical terms, we should achieve the restoration of geographical and functional balance between the OSCE's three dimensions of security (military-political, economic and humanitarian); in our view, the main problem of the OSCE today is that this balance has been upset. Unfortunately, in recent time human rights aspects have clearly been overemphasized to excess.

13 July 2005 An international nuclear energy conference organized by the Russian Atomic Energy Agency and the IAEA opens in Moscow.

13 July 2005 The Ukrainian MFA says Russia has revoked its claim to Tuzla (disputed territory in the Kerch Strait) and the waters around it.  The Russian MFA says "there are no territorial disputes" between Russia and Ukraine, commenting on talks about the Azov Sea and the Kerch Strait. The MFA says

Russia's position is that the Kerch Strait must remain in joint use, but the border may, for example, run along the edge of the shore...In our view a decision on the status of Tuzla Island is possible within the framework of the proposed concept…The fact that Ukraine insists on the need to recognize the administrative border that allegedly existed between the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic and the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic in the waters of the Kerch Strait is making it difficult to reach a final agreement…The Russian side believes that according to Soviet legislation no such border existed and cannot exist…Until the whole series of problems concerning the delimitation of the Azov and Black seas and the Kerch Strait are settled it goes without saying that the legal status of Tuzla Island will remain undecided, although currently Ukraine has jurisdiction over this territory.

This is the explanation given by the Russian MFA for the announcement by the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry that Russia had recognized Tuzla Spit Island, located in the Kerch Strait, and the "waters surrounding it" belong to Ukraine.

13 July 2005 Sergey Lavrov says that “one has the impression that the Moldovan authorities are doing their utmost to block the Dnestr settlement and to spoil Russian-Moldovan relations even more.” He speaks at a briefing following talks in Moscow with the acting OSCE chairman, Slovene Foreign Minister Dimtirij Rupel.

13 July 2005 Deputy Foreign Minister Aleksandr Alekseyev says Moscow is counting on progress being made on the settlement of the nuclear problem on the Korean peninsula at the forthcoming fourth round of the six-sided talks.  Alekseyev says that Russia wants a Korean peninsula without nuclear weapons.  He believes that progress in settling the nuclear problem on the Korean Peninsula will allow progress to be made in the talks on implementing the project to join the trans-Korean railways with a view to linking them up with Russia's trans-Siberian railway.

13 July 2005 Aleksandr Rumyantsev, the head of the Federal Agency for Atomic Energy, has says that the problem of a large-scale development of Iran's atomic energy sector should be resolved at international level.

13 July 2005 Sergey Lavrov believes it will soon be possible to achieve progress in the reform of the OSCE following his meeting in Moscow with the current OSCE chairman, Slovene Foreign Minister Dimitrij Rupel.

14 July 2005 Special envoy of the MFA for Middle East problems and ambassador-at-large Aleksandr Kalugin leaves for the Middle East for talks involving special envoys of the "quartet" of international mediators in the Middle East settlement talks - Russia, the USA, the UN and the EU.

14 July 2005 Sergey Lavrov says that Moscow is not preparing any proposals on concluding a peace agreement with Japan for Vladimir Putin to take with him when he visits Japan in November, but that the lack of a peace treaty is not an obstacle to bilateral cooperation.

14 July 2005 Sergey Lavrov says that Russia's impression is that Moldova’s actions on a solution to the Dnestr issue are not of a peaceful nature

14 July 2005 An article in Vedomosti argues that the election of Mahmud Ahmadinezhad as the new president of Iran could lead a deterioration in Russo-Iranian relations.

14 July 2005 Sergey Lavrov says Russia was not laying any claims to a monopoly on the territory of the CIS, but wants her interests to be respected there.  

Although we have stated as a matter of policy that these are sovereign states and noted that we do not possess a monopoly for these states, we are as close to them as no-one else in terms of history and geography and we want our interests to be respected…We perceive this territory as being linked with us by blood ties in culture, the economy and kinship. It is not ours in the sense that we ought to grab it, but it is ours inasmuch as it pains us to see what is taking place there and to see how Russians are treated there.

15 July 2005 Mikhail Margelov, head of the Federation Council international affairs committee, criticizes British government moves to introduce tougher anti terror laws in the wake of the London bombings and called instead for closer international cooperation among the intelligence services of the G8 countries.

British ambassador to Russia Anthony Brenton says that Britain would extradite Akhmed Zakayev if Moscow offers sufficient proof of his guilt. 

15 July 2005 The chairman of the Duma international affairs committee, Konstantin Kosachev, criticises the US decision not to respond to Russia's official request for the extradition of the co-owner of the Yukos oil company, Leonid Nevzlin, who is currently in Israel.

15 July 2005 The MFA calls on Israel and the Palestinians to exercise restraint and coordinate the steps they take on security following tension in the Gaza strip.

15 July 2005 The government appoints Industry and Energy Minister Viktor Khristenko chairman of the Russian part of the Russian-Iraqi intergovernment commission for trade, economic and scientific-technical cooperation. 

15 July 2005 Konstantin Pulikovskiy, presidential envoy to the Far Eastern District, says the rapprochement between Russia and China is "Russia's geopolitical aim, meant to strengthen Russia's position in the world…the European Union does not exactly like Russia. They are doing everything to lower Russia's profile or its influence on European issues. This is why it is very important that in the East, in Asia we have a friendly country - the People's Republic of China".

15 July 2005 The head of the CIS-EMO (CIS Election Monitoring Organization) mission to monitor elections in the CIS, Aleksey Kochetkov, who was sentenced to seven days' administrative arrest by a Moldovan court on 10 July, is deported to Russia.  Another Russian monitor, Vladimir Lebedkin, is still in prison.

15 July 2005 Ingush president Murat Zyazikov meets representatives of the US government and humanitarian missions operating in the republic.

17 July 2005 Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan has talks with Vladimir Putin in Sochi.

17 July 2005 Aleksandr Yakovenko, MFA spokesman, says Russian-Moldovan relations have reached a new low.  He accuses Moldova of demonstrably unfriendly moves towards Russia and of attempts to tackle the Dnestr problem single-handedly, without involving the region.   Sergey Lavrov makes similar criticisms of Moldova.

17 July 2005 Gazprom, Naftohaz Ukrayiny oil company and Rosukrenergo AG sign a package of documents on a full and final settlement of the problem of 7.8bn cubic metres of Russian gas stored in Ukraine's underground gas storage facilities.

18 July 2005 Vladimir Putin believes that the time has come to put an end to Northern Cyprus's economic isolation.  He states this following talks in Sochi with Turkish Prime Minister Recep Erdogan.

18 July 2005 A source in the Russian Atomstroyeksport states that the deadline for the completion of the Bushehr nuclear power plant construction project in Iran has been changed by three to four months because the Iranian side has failed to provide funds in full.

18 July 2005 Deputy Russian Foreign Minister Aleksandr Alekseyev and his South Korean counterpart, Song Min-soon, have talks in Moscow on the North Korean nuclear problem.  They welcome the decision to resume six-sided talks.

18 July 2005 The 11th meeting of the intergovernmental Russian-Mongolian commission on trade and economic and scientific and technical takes place in Irkutsk with the signing of a joint protocol. 

18 July 2005 The Russian-Syrian Business Council meets in Moscow. The president of the Russian Council for Trade and Industry, Yevgeniy Primakov, says Russia and Syria have reached agreement on writing off Syria's debt to Russia.  Regional Development Minister Vladimir Yakovlev tells the Russian-Syrian Business Council meeting that the 2004 volume of trade between Russia and Syria shows a year-on-year rise of 60 % to stand at 311m dollars.

19 July 2005 The MFA condemns a rally of veterans of the 20th Estonian SS Division and the bandit groups of "forest brothers" in Estonia.

19 July 2005 Deputy Russian Foreign Minister Vladimir Chizhov says the MFA sees no reason why relations between Russia, the EU and NATO over the Baltic countries should deteriorate.  Chizhov feels that after the Baltic countries joined NATO and the EU, anti-Russian sentiments came to the fore in certain circles in those states.  "Certain circles in the Baltic countries are using their country's membership of NATO and the EU to behave more and more provocatively towards Russia while hiding behind these organizations”.

19 July 2005 The MFA expresses its opposition to any settlement of the Cyprus problem imposed from the outside.

20 July 2005 Belarusian President Alyaksandr Lukashenko visits Russia for talks with Vladimir Putin.

20 July 2005 Moldova deports Russian election observer for the CIS, Vladimir Lebedkin.

Moldovan Reintegration Minister Vasile Sova accuses Russian peacekeepers of staging an act of provocation on the bridge across the Dnestr on 19 July .

20 July 2005 Vladimir Putin says he believes the construction of a pipeline from eastern Siberia to Datsin (China) is a major national economic project comparable in significance to the Baykal-Amur Railway. 

21 July 2005 Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Vladimir Chizhov makes a speech in Vienna marking the 30th anniversary of the Helsinki Final Act Russia wants OSCE member states either to put terrorist suspects on trial themselves or extradite them to other countries.  Chizhov also criticizes other aspects of the OSCE, specifically relating to what he described as stagnation in the field of arms control.  He says Russia was one of a number of countries with serious doubts about the OSCE's long term existence. He adds that the principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of other countries had been frequently violated, specifically with the OSCE's role in the CIS. However, Moscow believes that provided there were serious political and structural reforms within the OSCE the organization could continue to play a significant role.

21 July 2005 The federal law on the base agreement with Tajikistan is ratified.

21 July 2005 A response and customs control centre for fissile and radioactive materials opens in Moscow. It is a joint Russian-American project, being implemented under the Second Line of Defence programme that aims to combat illicit trafficking of nuclear and radioactive materials.  The centre will begin operating properly in 2006 when the appropriate computer system will be in place.

22 July 2005 The head of the State Duma International Affairs Committee, Konstantin Kosachev, says that Russia has no interest in receiving foreign aid which is against its national interests. He is commenting on the decision of the US Senate to allocate 85m dollars for programmes to support democracy in Russia.

22 July 2005 The MFA gives a positive reception to a US proposal to hold an international conference on the Middle East. US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice has spoken in favour of a meeting of this kind during her visit to Israel.

22 July 2005 Deputy Foreign Minister Aleksandr Alekseyev says Russia does not plan to put forward any new initiatives during the fourth round of the six-sided talks on the North Korean nuclear issue.  The talks are to open on 26 July in Beijing. Talks have been under way since August 2003, and participants comprise the USA, North Korea, China, South Korea, Russia and Japan.

23 July 2005 Vladimir Putin sends a telegram of condolence to Egyptian President Husni Mubarak following the terrorist acts in Sharm el-Sheikh, 

25 July 2005 Vladimir Chizhov is relieved of his post of deputy foreign minister in connection with his transfer to another post. He is appointed the permanent representative of the Russian Federation to the EU in Brussels.

25 July 2005 Deputy Foreign Minister Aleksandr Alekseyev says Russia is prepared to offer compensatory aid to North Korea, including energy supplies, for abandoning its nuclear programme.  He is attending the six-party talks on the North Korean nuclear problem in Beijing.

25 July 2005 The MFA denies Georgian claims of Russian involvement in the terrorist act carried out in the Georgian town of Gori on 1 February.

The MOD denies the allegations officially made by Georgia to the effect that Russian military intelligence was involved in acts of sabotage carried out in Georgia. 

26 July 2005 Deputy Foreign Minister Aleksandr Alekseyev says Russia hopes that a joint document will be adopted at the end of the fourth round of six-party talks in Beijing to reflect the major approaches of all sides to the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula.

26 July 2005 The presidential plenipotentiary to the Far Eastern Federal District, Konstantin Pulikovskiy, says Russia stands “for the nuclear-free status of the entire Korean Peninsula”.  He says the tough stance of the DPRK [Democratic People's Republic of Korea] at the six-party talks has been provoked by "very intense pressure and attacks by the USA”. He says he thinks North Korean leader Kim Jong Il's position might "not be so tough" under reliable guarantees of North Korea's security.

26 July 2005 CSTO secretary-general Nikolay Bordyuzha says the Collective Security Treaty Organization should be more proactive when a crisis breaks out in one of its member-states.  Bordyuzha also spoke against a hasty decision on the presence of US military bases in Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan.

27 July 2005 Deputy Foreign Minister Aleksandr Alekseyev says the speeches made by the delegation heads at the plenary session of the six-sided talks on the nuclear problem on the Korean peninsula show that there are still substantial differences in the approaches of North Korea and the USA to the denuclearization of the Korean peninsula. The Russian delegation at the talks proposes to convene a meeting of the talks' working group in September 2005.

Sergey Lavrov says that Moscow is viewing "with a cautious optimism" the course of the six-party talks. 

28 July 2005 Sergey Lavrov attends a meeting of ASEAN foreign ministers in Laos.

28 July 2005 The withdrawal to Russia of equipment from the Russian military base in Batumi, Georgia, commences.

Defence Minister Sergey Ivanov says that if Georgia continues to refuse visas to Russian servicemen, there will be no withdrawal of Russian bases from Georgia.

28 July 2005 Defence Minister Sergey Ivanov rejects claims that the call by the Shanghai Security Cooperation Organization for the dates to be set for the withdrawal of US military bases from Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan was made under pressure from Russia and China.

28 July 2005 Minister of Defence Sergey Ivanov says the issue of Taiwan "has no bearing" on the forthcoming joint Peace Mission 2005 Russian-Chinese military exercises.

29 July 2005 The Russian embassy in the USA condemns the decision by the ABC channel to show an interview with Chechen rebel military leader Shamil Basayev.  The MFA also issues a condemnation.

29 July 2005 The withdrawal of Russian bases from Georgia officially begins.

29 July 2005 Defence Minister Sergey Ivanov says Russian peacekeepers will not leave the territory of the self-proclaimed Dnestr Republic until all Russian property is removed from there.

29 July 2005 The head of the presidential administration, Dmitriy Medvedev, visits Kazakhstan for talks with Kazakh President Nursultan Nazarbayev.

29 July 2005 Deputy Foreign Minister Aleksandr Alekseyev says "intensive bilateral consultations are continuing" at the six-party talks on the North Korean nuclear problem in Beijing.

29 July 2005 The commander of the Black Sea Fleet, Aleksandr Tatarinov, says the BlackSeaFor countries' naval forces should ensure safe navigation in the Black Sea.

30 July 2005 The MFA says Russia regards as counterproductive the law on the main provisions of the special legal status of residential settlements on the left bank of the Dnestr (Dnestr region) signed by the president of Moldova.

31 July 2005 Some children of Russian diplomats have been attacked in Warsaw.  The MFA sends a protest to the Polish MFA.

August

1 August 2005 The deputy head of the Russian delegation at the six-nation talks for North Korea's nuclear problem, Valeriy Yermolov, says Russia understands the denuclearization of the Korean peninsula as "giving up nuclear weapons, but not peaceful programmes" for atomic energy.  Yermolov says that cooperation between Russia and North Korea for peaceful nuclear technologies would only be possible after Pyongyang joins the Non-proliferation Treaty.

1 August 2005 Governors Ivan Malakhov and Harumi Takahashi sign a memorandum on continuing cooperation between Sakhalin Region and Hokkaido at a meeting in Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk.

1 August 2005 Vladimir Putin sends a telegram of condolences to the heir to the throne of Saudi Arabia, Prince Abdallah Bin-Abd-al-Aziz Al Sa'ud on the death of King Fahd.

1 August 2005 The MFA says Moscow intends to make efforts to ensure that the sides in the Georgian-Abkhaz conflict implement the relevant UN Security Council resolutions aimed at resolving the problem.

1 August 2005 Igor Savolskiy, the Foreign Ministry's special envoy for relations with CIS member countries and roving ambassador, says Russia may pull out its peacekeepers from the Dnestr region only after the Dnestr conflict has been settled comprehensively.

1 August 2005 The speaker of the Federation Council, Sergey Mironov, says the Uzbek authorities did absolutely the right thing in asking the USA to leave its air base at Qarshi-Xonobod in Uzbekistan within six months.

1 August 2005 Chairman of the Committee on International Affairs of the Duma Konstantin Kosachev thinks that the international community ought not to make haste to adopt any sort of harsh measures against Iran, following the recent statements of Iran's leadership that the process of nuclear-grade uranium enrichment would begin on 1 August.

1 August 2005 The MFA says Russia will be striving for a full and most rapid implementation of the clauses in the UN Security Council resolution 1617 on strengthening the sanctions regime with regard to the Taleban and Al-Qa'idah.   

1 August 2005  Duma Defence Committee member Maj-Gen Nikolay Bezborodov believes that Tashkent has its reasons to raise the issue of closing a US base in Uzbekistan.

2 August 2005 Vladimir Putin visits Finland.

2 August 2005 The MFA says accreditation for ABC staff in Russia will not be renewed when their current accreditation expires.  This is because on 28 July ABC TV company screened an interview with Shamil Basayev.

2 August 2005  Vladimir Putin during his visit to Finland condemns the treatment of the Russian minorities in the Baltic states.

2 August 2005 The Chief of the Russian border guards in Maritime Territory, Lt-Gen Vladimir Lakizo, and commander of the Chinese Heilongjiang military district, Maj-Gen Kou Te, sign a cooperation agreement in Vladivostok.

2 August 2005 Vladimir Putin says he does not oppose Russian NGOs being sponsored from abroad provided that the money they receive is not spent on political activities.

3 August 2005 The first convoy of military vehicles belonging to the Tbilisi-based headquarters of Russian troops in Transcaucasia leaves Tbilisi for Russia.  Russia is removing military equipment from its bases in Georgia in line with bilateral agreements under which the pullout from Batumi and Akhalkalaki is to be completed over 3.5 years.

3 August 2005 Belgian defence minister Andre Flahaut visits Moscow.  Russian defence minister Sergey Ivanov says Russia is intending to develop relations both with NATO as a bloc, and with its individual constituents.  

3 August 2005 Sergey Ivanov says Russia's peacekeeping brigade will be operating primarily on the territory of the CIS.  Some of its forces could also be involved in the future in joint peacekeeping operations in other regions of the world under the aegis of the UN.

3 August 2005 The MFA insists that Poland should make an official apology in connection with the beating up of the children of Russian diplomats, as laid down in the norms of international law. 

3 August 2005 The plenipotentiary of Tatarstan in Moscow, Nazif Mirikhanov, is received by the Iranian ambassador to Russia, Gholamreza Ansari.  They discuss the development of economic relations.

3 August 2005 Aleksandr Alekseyev, deputy Russian foreign minister, says Russia hopes that the continuing six-party talks on the nuclear problem of the Korean Peninsula in Beijing will be successful.

3 August 2005 Petr Litavrin, deputy director of the MFA's department for security and disarmament, says Russia is in favour of state licensing of the production of weapons "designed in other countries”.  This is a particularly acute issue for Russia because prototypes of Soviet-made weapons are continuing to be manufactured in many countries of Eastern Europe and Asia.  

4 August 2005 Deputy Foreign Minister Aleksandr Alekseyev says at the fourth round of six-party talks on denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula in Beijing that a draft of the final document was coordinated to 95%.

5 August 2005 Deputy Foreign Minister Aleksandr Alekseyev says "there is an opportunity for reaching major success" at the six-sided talks on the Korean peninsula nuclear problem.

5 August 2005 Mikhail Kamynin is appointed the new official spokesman for the MFA.  He replaces Aleksandr Yakovenko, who is appointed to the rank of deputy foreign minister.

6 August 2005 The head of the armed forces' General Staff, Gen Yuriy Baluyevskiy, has said that effective cooperation with the USA in the sphere of strategic missile defence is quite possible but it has to be done on an equal footing.

At the moment, Russian-US cooperation in the field of missile defence is mostly done within the scope of operational missiles. But we realize that with the USA's exit from the ABM treaty, the nonstrategic system issue has lost the edge it used to have. Our approach to cooperation in the field of missile defence is generally simple. It should not be based on the principle of you provide the ideas and we provide the money. It should be based on the principle of joint ideas, joint funding and shared results. 

7 August 2005 Defence Minister Sergey Ivanov thanks Britain for its assistance in the AS-28 submersible rescue operation in Petropavlovsk-Kamchatskiy.

7 August 2005 The six-way talks on the Korean peninsula nuclear issue in Beijing will resume in the week from 29 August 2005.  Deputy foreign minister Aleksandr Alekseyev, who heads the Russian delegation at the talks, says all the delegations have noted progress.  "The concluding document has not yet been finalized, and we can say that it is about 95% agreed". 

7 August 2005 A squadron of ships of the Pacific Fleet leaves Vladivostok and sails for the Chinese coast to participate in the joint exercise Peace Mission-2005.  The first Russo-Chinese military exercise will take place on 18-25 August. Its first phase will be held on 18-19 August on the territory of the Russian Far Eastern Military District.  The second phase, including final training for the forthcoming exercise, will take place on 20-22 August in China's Shandong peninsula and in the Yellow Sea. The active phase of the exercise with live shooting will be held on 23-25 August.

8 August 2005 Vladimir Putin thanks British Prime Minister Tony Blair for the rescue by a British naval team for saving the crew of the Russian mini-submarine in Kamchatka.

9 August 2005 The MFA calls on Iran to stop the work it has started on uranium conversion, and to continue cooperation with the IAEA to remove the outstanding questions concerning the Iranian nuclear programme.

9 August 2005 The head of the  Duma international committee, Konstantin Kosachev, says he believes that it is inadmissible to put the "Iranian nuclear dossier" on the agenda of the UN Security Council.

9 August 2005 The MFA denies reports that Aleksandr Yakovlev, who has been arrested in New York, is a Russian diplomat.  The Russian citizen has been charged with committing a criminal offence following an investigation into the financial scandal surrounding the humanitarian "oil-for-food" programme for Iraq.

9 August 2005 Vladimir Putin has approved the line-up of an organizing committee set up to prepare and provide for Russia's chairmanship of the G8 in 2006.  Presidential aide Sergey Prikhodko was appointed chairman of the organizing committee, and presidential chief property manager Vladimir Kozhin, Federal Bodyguard Service Director Yevgeniy Murov and presidential aide and Russian "sherpa" in the G8 Igor Shuvalov were appointed deputies to the chairman of the organizing committee.

9 August 2005 The president of the Russian Railways joint-stock company, Vladimir Yakunin,  says the talks on the construction of the Trans-Korean railway have been broken up by North Korea.

10 August 2005 Collective Security Treaty Council Secretary-General Nikolay Bordyuzha suggests that Iran go on taking part in the international operational and preventive drug smuggling operation Channel.   

10 August 2005 Polish ambassador to Russia Stefan Meller demands that First Deputy Foreign Minister Valeriy Loshchinin meet him over the beating of a Polish diplomat.  The MFA says it deeply regrets the attack.

11 August 2005 A Swiss court rules that the arrest of former head of the Ministry of Atomic Energy, Yevgeniy Adamov, following an extradition request from the USA, was lawful. 

11 August 2005 Russian ambassador to China Sergey Razov is interviewed in Vremya Novostey.  He says the plans for exporting crude oil from Russia to China envisage the supply of 15m tonnes of oil in 2006.

12 August 2005 Vladimir Putin and Polish President Aleksander Kwasniewski have a telephone conversation.  They call for an improvement in relations after the recent attacks on embassy personnel in Warsaw and Moscow.

12 August 2005 Deputy Foreign Minister Aleksandr Alekseyev says among the participants in the six-sided talks on the Korean Peninsula nuclear problem “certain differences exist, but there is nothing to prevent them from gathering for the next round”.

12 August 2005 The MFA says Russia advocates "the creation of conditions for the de-escalation of the situation concerning the Iranian nuclear problem and for a return to the path of negotiation."  This statement is issued in connection with the resolution on Iran adopted by the IAEA's board of governors. 

13 August 2005 The government accepts the MFA’s proposal to send notification to the Estonian side on the Russian Federation's intention "not to become a party" to the treaty between Russia and Estonia on the Russian-Estonian state border. 

14 August 2005 Chairman of the Federation Council Sergey Mironov attends the inauguration of the Kyrgyz President Kurmanbek Bakiyev. 

14 August 2005 The presidential envoy to the Far Eastern Federal District Konstantin Pulikovskiy visits North Korea.

14 August 2005 Abkhazia President Sergey Bagapsh visits Moscow. 

14 August 2005 Russo-Chinese naval exercises take place in the Yellow Sea.

15 August 2005 Lithuanian customs state they are not going to increase the cost of transit across its territory for Russian cargo arriving via Kaliningrad, at least not until the end of 2005.

15 August 2005 The Russian embassy to Georgia describes as provocation the seizure by Georgian Interior Ministry officials of goods belonging to Russian peacekeeping forces in the Abkhaz and South Ossetian conflict zones. 

15 August 2005 The president of the State Oil Company of Azerbaijan, Natiq Aliyev,  says Azerbaijan has been using and will use the Baku-Novorossiysk pipeline. The pipeline is important for transporting oil before the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline is commissioned.

15 August 2005 The MFA says Russia welcomes the start to implementing the plan for an Israeli withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and the northern sector of the West Bank.  

Israel's withdraw from the Gaza Strip and part of the West Bank should give additional impetus to the resumption of the peace process and to a move towards a just settlement in the context of the road map.  The ultimate goal is to create an independent Palestinian state, living side by side with Israel in peace and safety. 

16 August 2005 Deputy Foreign Minister Grigoriy Karasin in an interview with Rossiyskaya Gazeta says colour revolutions in the CIS lead to extremism.

16 August 2005 The MFA says Iraq's draft constitution must take into consideration the interests of all ethnic and faith groups in the country.

16 August 2005 King of Jordan Abdallah II arrives in Russia on a visit.

16 August 2005 Presidential envoy to the Far Eastern Federal District Konstantin Pulikovskiy meets Chairman of the National Defence Commission of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea Kim Jong Il.  Pulikovskiy says that the development of bilateral trade and economic cooperation "leaves much to be desired". Trade between Russia and North Korea does not exceed 150m dollars a year. 

16 August 2005 The king of Spain Juan Carlos visits Russia.

17 August 2005 Deputy Foreign Minister Aleksandr Yakovenko writes an article in Rossiyskaya Gazeta on the Black Sea Economic Cooperation Organization.

17 August 2005 The MFA says that Russia has not changed its position on Iran. 

17 August 2005 Konstantin Pulikovskiy, the presidential plenipotentiary in the Far Eastern Federal District, says North Korea does not exclude its return to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.

17 August 2005 The head of the CIS Antiterrorist Centre, Lt-Gen Boris Mylnikov, says the most dangerous external threat of terrorism to CIS countries comes from Afghanistan.

18 August 2005 Vladimir Putin says Russia will help the Palestinian autonomy strengthen its security forces, but will do so very carefully.  

18 August 2005 Vladimir Putin makes the following statement on the Middle East at his press conference with King of Jordan Abdallah II in Sochi.  

We believe the situation should be developing along the lines set out by the road map and welcome the steps being taken by Israel to withdraw its settlements and troops from the Gaza Strip. In my personal view, Prime Minister Sharon is demonstrating courage and consistency in implementing the decisions that have been made. What we need now is to prevent any demonstrations of extremism on both sides. We need restraint. As I understood from my telephone conversation with Chairman Abbas, the Palestinian side is prepared to work precisely along these lines. As a co-sponsor of the Middle East settlement, Russia will be supporting both sides in their efforts to implement the roadmap plan.

Putin says there should be a timetable for foreign troops' gradual withdrawal from Iraq and that there should be a new international conference on Iraq held before the end of 2005.

18 August 2005 Russo-Chinese military exercises begin, entitled Peace Mission 2005.  Some 10,000 servicemen, 100 aircraft, 70 warships and submarines are to take part.   The command and staff stage is being held on Russian territory, while training in different scenarios of military action is being held on China's Shandong Peninsula.

19 August 2005 CIS security services hold an anti-terrorist exercise in Aktau in Kazakhstan.

19 August 2005 Sergey Lavrov sends ambassador at large Aleksandr Kalugin to the Middle East.  He will be taking part in a meeting of four international mediators which will be held at the level of special representatives in Jerusalem on 20 August and have contacts with Israelis and Palestinians.

19 August 2005  A joint collegium of the interior ministries of Russia and Tajikistan takes place.  They discuss the situation with transit and supply of Afghan narcotics.

19 August 2005 Military-political consultations between Russian and Chinese delegations end in Vladivostok as part of the first stage of the Peace Mission 2005 exercise. 

19 August 2005 Economic Development and Trade Minister German Gref has talks with Ukrainian Economics Minister Serhiy Teryokhin in Kiev.  

20 August 2005 Gref has talks in Kiev with Ukrainian Prime Minister Yuliya Tymoshenko.  Gref says the question of Ukraine's future participation in the Single Economic Space will be resolved at presidential level.

20 August 2005 Mahmud Ahmadinezhad, the president of Iran, has spoken about the importance of strengthening relations between Russia and Iran to resolve international problems.  He is interviewed by RIA-Novosti.

20 August 2005 Russian and Chinese airborne troops for the first time fight together against an imaginary foe as part of the Peace Mission 2005 military exercise.

21 August 2005 A special UN commission arrives in Moscow to investigate abuses during the implementation of the Iraq oil-for-food programme.

22 August 2005 Russia makes the last payment as part of early debt repayment to the Paris Club of creditors.   In total, in three tranches in July and August 2005 Russia transferred 15bn dollars.  Finance Minister Aleksey Kudrin says Russia intends to repay the debt in full by 2008.

22 August 2005  A meeting of foreign ministers of CIS member states takes place in Moscow.

22 August 2005 The official representative of the MFA, Mikhail Kamynin, says Russia intends to provide assistance to Israel and Palestine with the stabilization of the situation in the region.

23 August 2005 RIA-Novosti claims from Kremlin sources that Russia intends to introduce fundamental changes to its policy towards the post-Soviet region and these concern the USA and Europe even more than CIS states.

The essence of the new direction in politics is not connected with restoring some kind of Russian influence that was apparently lost after the 'orange revolutions'. This never existed. What did exist was money going to waste and the theft of Russian gas. The aim is to make relations between Moscow and American and European structures in former Soviet republics civilized…Even if it takes years, we have the patience to explain to our CIS partners that Moscow does not intend to restore the Soviet empire.  But Russia is not interested in a situation where it is in effect subsidizing the economies of a number of countries, providing them with fuel for a low price, while the people there continue to go hungry. It is precisely situations like these that lead to 'orange revolutions' which in turn lead to few changes for the people, while leaders come to power, at least some of whom are receiving a salary either directly or secretly from the Americans.

23 August 2005 The Council of CIS foreign ministers meet.  Sergey Lavrov says that Russia intends to build its relations with CIS states in accordance with world practice.  He says CIS bodies will be reformed.  The CIS foreign ministers also approve a document which develops the regulation of CIS humanitarian cooperation, adopted at the Moscow CIS summit on 8 May. The document embraces all spheres of cultural life - culture, sports and tourism.

23 August 2005 The MFA says irresponsible statements by the Georgian Interior Ministry may have a negative effect on Russian-Georgian relations.  They are commenting on a statement by the Georgian Interior Ministry's press service, which accused Russian peacekeepers of involvement in the abduction of a child in a Georgian village in the zone of the Georgian-Ossetian conflict.

23 August 2005 Minister of Industry and Energy Viktor Khristenko says during a meeting with an Ukrainian delegation headed by Ukrainian Minister of Fuel and Energy Ivan Plachkov that Ukraine must pay for Russian gas in cash.

Gazprom states its readiness to increase volumes of Russian gas transit across Ukraine and of Central Asian gas transported to Ukraine under the existing Ukrainian-Turkmen contract in 2006. Gazprom is also ready to supply additional volumes of gas to meet Ukraine's demand in full.

23 August 2005 The MFA praises the Israeli withdrawal from Gaza.

23 August 2005  The active phase of the Russian-Chinese military exercise begins.

Defence Minister Sergey Ivanov visits China to view the exercise.  Ivanov says he believes that Russia could be carrying out peacekeeping operations jointly with China in the Asia-Pacific Region in the future.  He says Russia has all it needs to mount a commensurate response to those countries which deploy their nuclear weapons in space.

24 August 2005 Foreign Minister of the Palestinian National Authority Nasir al-Qudwah  arrives in Moscow for a working visit.

24 August 2005 Sergey Lavrov points out Moscow's intention to "create all conditions to achieve progress in settling the Nagornyy Karabakh problem".

25 August 2005 The MFA says it believes that talks between Iran and the European troika are still possible.  It warns against using force and calls for Iran's right to develop peaceful nuclear technologies to be observed. 

25 August 2005 Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov says he believes it is not logical to give up on the "road map" plan following his meeting with Palestinian foreign minister Nasir al-Qudwah, who says the Palestinian side "supports Russia's initiative to hold an international meeting in Moscow on a Middle East settlement".   Russia is proposing to hold such a meeting in the autumn.

26 August 2005 The CIS Council of Heads of State meets in Kazan.  At the summit Vladimir Putin states:

We basically have to draw up a new model for integration already in the very near future, a model which matches up both to shared interests and to the present national priorities of the commonwealth states. In order to resolve this task, which is conceptual in the full sense of the word, we are proposing - this was a Russian proposal - we are proposing the establishment of a high-level group along the lines of the UN's group of wise men. This could include people with authority in our countries who are closely familiar with the range of problems in the commonwealth. And not only officials, but representatives of the public, people who are well versed in legal and economic matters.

Several cooperation documents were signed.  First and foremost among them is the blueprint for military cooperation up until the year 2010.

A set of documents has been adopted at the end of the summit, including a document "On improving and reforming CIS agencies".  Moreover, the presidents approved a "Statement on the 60th anniversary of the United Nations Organization", an agreement on humanitarian cooperation and an address to the peoples of the CIS member states and the international community on the 20th anniversary of the disaster at the Chernobyl nuclear power station.  The documents adopted also include the blueprint for a coordinated border policy that would cover the emergence and settlement of crisis situations on foreign borders. There was separate approval of a programme of cooperation to counter illegal migration from 2006-2008 and a programme to fight terrorism and other violent manifestations of extremism from 2005-2007.

26 August 2005 Sergey Lavrov is interviewed in Moskovskiye Novosti.

Sergey Lavrov denies suggestions that the Russia-China military exercise was directed against Taiwan or North Korea.

26 August 2005 The MFA says Russia supports talks between the EU "troika" and Iran on the latter's nuclear programme.

27 August 2005 Vladimir Putin says the decision has been taken, based on the summit of the Single Economic Space nations in Kazan, to sign the package of documents on the formation of the SES.  “We have agreed to reach the stage at which 29 documents can be signed by Russia, Kazakhstan and Belarus by December, and 15 more documents can be signed by the same group of countries by 1 March next year.”  Putin adds that Ukraine is ready to work in a group of "four" and will join in as and when documents are made ready and elaborated.

29 August 2005 Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi has talks with Vladimir Putin in Sochi.

29 August 2005 Vladimir Putin expresses support for Germany becoming a permanent member of the UN Security Council.  

As for UN reform, we have already repeatedly stated our position that we have no problems whatsoever with countries such as Japan, Germany, India or Brazil being accepted as permanent members. We believe that Germany undoubtedly has a right to aspire to such a place and we will support Germany's nomination but only on condition that the proposed option for UN reform is supported by the overwhelming majority of UN member states. We treat with great care this universal international mechanism for which we can see no alternative in the immediate future.

Putin expresses concern over the difficulties in drafting a new Iraqi constitution.

29 August 2005 The MFA condemns the terrorist act in the Israeli city of Beersheba which was committed on 28 August by a Palestinian suicide bomber.  It also condemns the killing by an Israeli settler of four Palestinian workers on the West Bank.

29 August 2005 Sergey Lavrov and Condoleezza Rice, the US secretary of state, discuss the nuclear problem of the Korean Peninsula and the Iranian nuclear problem, by telephone.

29 August 2005 The MFA criticises planned amendments to the Latvian citizenship law.  It says it will make it even more difficult for Russian residents to acquire citizenship.

29 August 2005 The chairman of the Federation Council foreign affairs committee, Mikhail Margelov, says he believes that no obvious impetuses for the further development of the CIS have as yet appeared.  He says there are cracks in the CIS.

Defence Minister Sergey Ivanov leaves for Astrakhan by air to observe the active stage of the Combat Commonwealth-2005, the coalition exercises of the CIS Unified Air Defence System.

Sergey Lavrov is interviewed on the CIS future.

30 August 2005 Member countries of the Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) agree on the draft 2006 budgets of the Collective Rapid Deployment Forces command and the standing CSTO staff group stationed in Bishkek.

30 August 2005 The headquarters for coordinating military cooperation between CIS countries will be disbanded by 1 January 2006. 

30 August 2005 The MFA calls for a national consensus in drafting the Iraqi national constitution.

30 August 2005 First Deputy Foreign Minister Valeriy Loshchinin says it will take three more years to implement the agreements relating to Russia's military bases in Georgia.  

The president of the self-proclaimed republic of South Ossetia, Eduard Kokoiti says Russian peacekeepers must take tougher measures against violators in the Georgian-Ossetian conflict area.

30 August 2005 Defence minister Sergey Ivanov gives an interview on TV on the recent Russo-Chinese military exercises and Russian military doctrine.

31 August 2005 Tajik Minister of Internal Affairs Khumdin Sharipov visits Moscow for talks with  his Russian counterpart Rashid Nurgaliyev. 

31 August 2005 The permanent representative of the Russian Federation at the European Union, Vladimir Chizhov, says Russia is "cooperating with the 'troika' of the European Union (Britain, France and Germany) to find a settlement for Iran's nuclear problem". 

Vladimir Chizhov says the EU can assist in resolving "frozen conflicts" in the CIS without disrupting the format of negotiations between the interested parties 

31 August 2005 Sergey Lavrov addresses the Russian-Arab Business Council in Moscow. He says a variety of projects of economic cooperation between Russia and Arab countries "could play a substantial role in the Middle East settlement.  This will be discussed at a high-level meeting on the Middle East in Moscow at the end of this year.” 

31 August 2005 The MFA expresses its disagreement with points contained in a US State Department report that says Russia is violating its obligations in the field of arms control and non-proliferation.  

31 August 2005 Vladimir Putin meets Defence Minister Sergey Ivanov in Sochi.  Putin asks Ivanov to work with the Foreign Ministry on the possible participation in military exercises, similar to the one held with China, of other countries of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. 

31 August 2005 Russian and Indian naval ships will hold joint training on 16-19 October.  The exercise will take place at Vizagapatam waters.

September

1 September 2005 Gazprom says it intends to supply gas to Ukraine “at prices which match European standards”.

1 September 2005 Viktor Samoylenko, ambassador at large and representative of the MFA in the Siberian Federal District, says Russian-Chinese cooperation is not directed against anyone.  He is part of an official delegation of the Siberian Federal District taking part in the Urumqi international fair in China.

1 September 2005 Belarusian foreign minister Syarhey Martynaw visits Moscow for talks with Sergey Lavrov.

1 September 2005 Sergey Lavrov gives a speech at MGIMO, outlining the priorities of Russian foreign policy.

1 September 2005 Stefan Vasilev, permanent representative of the UN Development Programme in Russia who has headed the office since the beginning of 2003, is on leave, and has been suspended from his duties until the end of an investigation.  An investigation by UNDP auditors revealed that between 2001 and 2004 a total of 1.2m dollars was stolen from the budget in the UNDP Moscow office. 

1 September 2005 Vladimir Putin signs instructions on Russia's intention not to be a participant in two treaties signed earlier with Estonia on border issues.

2 September 2005 Gazprom commences supplying gas to the USA.  The first tanker with Russian natural gas arrives in a Maryland port.

2 September 2005 The Russian and Austrian interior ministers, Rashid Nurgaliyev and Liese Prokop, sign a cooperation protocol.

2 September 2005 Canadian Minister of National Defence Bill Graham visits Moscow.

2 September 2005 The MFA rejects the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry's doubts about the legality of the Russian Black Sea Fleet's deployment in Ukraine. 

2 September 2005 The Russian embassy in Washington states that the US State Department is studying a Russian offer to send aid to the victims of Hurricane Katrina.

3 September 2005 The head of the Duma's Committee on the CIS and Relations with Compatriots Andrey Kokoshin is interviewed on the CIS.

3 September 2005 Vladimir Putin and his Chinese counterpart Hu Jintao have a telephone conversation.

3 September 2005 The Iraqi press reports that the Iraqi electricity minister, Muhsin Shalash,  meets with Russia's temporary chargé d'affaires in Iraq Ilya Morgunov, and asks for Russian specialists to return to facilities that were being built with the help of Russian companies before the start of the war. 

4 September 2005 Deputy Foreign Minister Aleksandr Yakovenko says Russia will join the World Trade Organization (WTO) only on terms that are advantageous to her economy.  “One has to stress that for us the WTO is not an end in itself and earliest entry is not the point. We intend to join the organization when the agreed conditions for our membership fully meet the interests of strengthening the Russian economy.”

4 September 2005 The president of the Russian Union of Oil and Gas Industrialists, Gennadiy Shmal, says the development of the world economy is impossible without relying on Russia's fuel and energy resources.  

4 September 2005 Deputy Foreign Minister Grigoriy Karasin is interviewed on TV on the CIS.

4 September 2005 Kyrgyz President Kurmanbek Bakiyev visits Moscow for talks with the Russian leadership.

5 September 2005  Iraqi presidential adviser Jalal al-Mashtu visits Moscow for talks with the MFA.

5 September 2005 Deputy Foreign Minister Aleksandr Yakovenko says Russia believes it is not necessary to discuss Iran's nuclear programme at the UN Security Council.

5 September 2005 Vladimir Putin signs a decree on the withdrawal from Sierra Leone of the Russian armed forces unit taking part in the UN peacekeeping operation by 1 October.

5 September 2005 An aide to the emergencies minister says the US authorities have agreed to receive humanitarian aid from Russia for the victims of Hurricane Katrina. 

6 September 2005 Security Council Deputy Secretary Nikolay Spasskiy is interviewed in Rossiyskaya Gazeta.

6 September 2005 An article in Argumenty i Fakty analyses the Russo-Chinese relationship following the recent military exercises.

6 September 2005 Rosneft says it is ready to finance the building of the Burgas-Alexandroupolis oil pipeline without involving any other investors.

6 September 2005 Vladimir Putin says that Russia has no imperial ambitions but it has interests in former Soviet republics which must be taken into account.

Deputy Foreign Minister Grigoriy Karasin says he believes that attempts to create in the post-Soviet space alliances of states proclaimed to be democratic should not lead to the emergence of new dividing lines between the countries of the former USSR.  He also says that the countries of the former USSR should develop a new format of cooperation for the long term. 

6 September 2005 The MFA notifies Estonia about its refusal to sign the Russo-Estonian border treaty of May 2005.

6 September 2005 Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov has a telephone conversation with his Polish counterpart, Adam Rotfeld.

6 September 2005 Deputy Foreign Minister Aleksandr Saltanov and adviser on national security affairs to the head of the Palestinian National Authority Jibril al-Rujub hold talks in Moscow.

6 September 2005  Defence Minister Sergey Ivanov has talks in Moscow with his Chinese counterpart Cao Gangchuan. 

7 September 2005 Vladimir Putin appoints Aleksandr Grushko deputy foreign minister.

7 September 2005 Vladimir Putin meets the Chinese defence minister, Cao Gangchuan, in Sochi. 

7 September 2005 Rosatom says the construction of an experimental fast breeder reactor  in China will be completed at the end of 2006.  The reactor is being built in the framework of an intergovernmental agreement signed by Russia and China on 18 July 2000.

7 September 2005 Igor Savolskiy, head of the Russian delegation at the military talks with Georgia and ambassador-at-large, says that "a full-scale withdrawal of Russian military bases from Georgia will begin from 2006".

8 September 2005 Vladimir Putin visits Germany.  He signs a framework agreement to build a gas pipeline linking Vyborg and Greifswald with Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder.   Putin states:

We are not squeezing anyone out of our energy affairs in Europe. We view both the economic interests and the geopolitical situation of our partners in the transit countries with great respect, believing that they have played, and should continue to play, a significant role in the energy dialogue in Europe. But we reserve the right to protect our interests. As you know, Russia is already planning a new pipeline system in the eastern direction, to the Pacific Ocean, and will soon start construction work. There is a massive shortage of energy resources in this region, the Asia-Pacific Region. We have just made the first delivery of liquefied gas to the north American market and, depending on how our agreements with European partners will be implemented, we will push ahead with implementing these projects.

8 September 2005 An agreement giving Russian oil companies Rosneft and Rosneftegaz a syndicated credit facility of 7.5bn dollars is signed in Berlin. The loan is being provided by the financial institutions ABN Amro, Dresdner Kleinwort Wasserstein, JP Morgan and Morgan Stanley.

8 September 2005 The Russian ambassador to Ukraine, Viktor Chernomyrdin, says he believes the latest decision by Ukraine's President Viktor Yushchenko to sack the government was absolutely right.

Vladimir Putin says the situation in Ukraine should not be dramatized.  “Ukraine is going through a difficult stage of development. It is nothing unusual for the president to dismiss the government, especially as this has happened when the situation is becoming exacerbated on the eve of a parliamentary election.”

8 September 2005 Defence Minister Sergey Ivanov describes relations between Russia and China in the area of military and technical cooperation as promising.   He attends a meeting of the mixed Russian-Chinese intergovernmental commission on military and technical cooperation.  Chinese Defence Minister Gen Cao Gangchuan also attends.

Ekho Moskvy discusses the topic "Russia and China: prospects for a military and political alliance against the USA."  Participants are the director of the Institute of Political and Military Analysis, Professor Aleksandr Sharavin; the chairman of the Russian State Duma International Affairs Committee, Konstantin Kosachev; and the president of the Institute for Strategic Assessment, Aleksandr Konovalov. 

8 September 2005 Vladimir Putin visits Greece.  He discusses the Burgas-Alexandroupolis oil pipeline project and the creation of a common gas market for South eastern Europe with Greek Prime Minister Konstantinos Karamanlis.

8 September 2005 The Tatneft oil company is forced to suspend the oil extraction project of a joint venture set up together with Iran's Mostazafan and Janbazan Foundation due to the unstable political situation in Iran.

8 September 2005 Deputy Foreign Minister Aleksandr Alekseyev says that if the Democratic People's Republic of Korea returns to the Non-Proliferation Treaty and IAEA regimes, then it has a right to count on the cooperation of third countries in the development of its civilian nuclear programme.

9 September 2005 Prime Minister Mikhail Fradkov says the dismissal of Ukrainian prime minister Yuliya Tymoshenko's cabinet of ministers "will not change the course" of relations between Russia and Ukraine.

9 September 2005 The MFA says Moscow regards as incomplete the UN Security Council's "antiterrorist list" and wants the names of Chechen extremists who carried out crimes against Russian people to be included on the list.

10 September 2005 The Russian Federation's permanent mission to the UN rejects Western calls to support the proposal for Iran's so-called "nuclear dossier" to be referred to the UN Security Council.

10 September 2005 The MFA welcomes the re-election of Egyptian president Husni Mubarak.  

11 September 2005 Head of the Federation Council international affairs committee Mikhail Margelov says he believes that the war on terror lacks mutual trust and understanding.  

12 September 2005 RosAtom says Russia and Iran have confirmed their intention to commission the Iranian nuclear power station in Bushehr before the end of 2006.  It is also reported that Russia is planning to build six nuclear power plant units in Iran over the next 10 years.

Gholamreza Aqazadeh, Iranian vice-president and head of the Atomic Energy Organization, visits Moscow.

Sergey Lavrov says he welcomes the report by Muhammad al-Baradi'i, director of the IAEA on Iran.

12 September 2005 The MFA says it regards a number of provisions in the comprehensive strategy for fighting terrorism proposed by the UN secretary-general as unacceptable.  "In particular, attempts to involve the UN in drawing up 'black lists' of so-called sponsor states of terrorism appear unacceptable to us…a comprehensive approach in the context of the fight against terrorism is also required by human rights issues, including the set of issues regarding protection of the victims of terrorism."

Overall the MFA takes a positive view of the provisions on antiterrorism contained in the UN secretary-general's report "In larger freedom: towards development, security and human rights for all". 

The MFA says Russia "is not completely satisfied with 'the antiterrorist list' of the UN Security Council since it is far from complete, as it is limited to only Al-Qa'idah, the Taleban movement and those that are connected with them.” 

12 September 2005 Sergey Lavrov says countries have a right to carry out pre-emptive strikes against terrorists and cannot be expected to explain their actions beforehand.

12 September 2005 Vladimir Putin sends congratulations to Husni Mubarak on his re-election as president of the Arab Republic of Egypt.

13 September 2005 Defence minister Sergey Ivanov attends an informal meeting of NATO defence ministers in Berlin.  He expresses concern over the possibility that the USA may review the threshold for the use of nuclear weapons.  He says this will require "a radical revision of many fundamental military planning documents" in Russia. 

13 September 2005 The MFA warns against NATO countries arming Georgia.

13 September 2005 Sergey Ivanov says that if Ukraine joins NATO, Russia will revise its relations with Kiev.

13 September 2005 The MFA welcomes the completion of the pullout of Israeli settlements and military infrastructure from Gaza.

13 September 2005 The Russian-Armenian annual military exercise finishes in Armenia.

13 September 2005 The deputy head of the Russian Orthodox Church's external relations department, Archpriest Vsevolod Chaplin, says the Moscow Patriarchate does not share the Vatican's optimistic outlook on the dialogue between the Orthodox and Catholic churches. He is commenting on a recent statement by the chairman of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, Cardinal Walter Kasper. 

14 September 2005 Vladimir Putin speaks at the 60th jubilee session of the UN General Assembly in New York.  

Sergey Lavrov is interviewed in Rossiyskaya Gazeta.  He says he believes that the reform of the UN Security Council should not lead to dilution of the current status of its five permanent members.

Deputy foreign minister Aleksandr Yakovenko welcomes the passing of the new UN resolution on terrorism.

15 September 2005 The Russian government decides to restructure Cuba's outstanding debt to Russia which amounts to 161,122,000 dollars.

15 September 2005 Vladimir Putin meets Iranian President Mahmud Ahmadinezhad at the UN.  They discuss the possibility of Russian companies taking part in building energy facilities in Iran.

15 September 2005 The 201st Motor Rifle Division holds an exercise in Tajikistan. The main purpose of the exercise is to counteract an infiltration of the country by terrorists.

15 September 2005 A Russian Su-27 military aircraft crashes in Lithuania.

15 September 2005 The chairman of the Spiritual Board of the Muslims of the Caucasus Allahsukur Pasazada, and the visiting Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia, Aleksiy II, sign a joint declaration.

16 September 2005 Gen Vladimir Mikhaylov, the Russian air force commander-in-chief, says the withdrawal of the Russian aviation force from Sierra Leone has started.

16 September 2005 Valeriy Troyanov, the pilot of the Russian Su-27 fighter plane that crashed in Lithuania is being questioned by the Lithuanian  prosecutor-general's office.  The Russian MFA says Russia is doing everything it can to ensure that the pilot can return home as quickly as possible.

16 September 2005 Dmitriy Rogozin, member of the Duma foreign affairs committee says:

In this particular case, as no-one was hurt, the matter is decided in this way: the site is sealed off, the wreckage of the aircraft - primarily the equipment that is required for the causes of this crash to be decoded - is taken away, and, as for the pilot, he must be handed over to Russia within 24 hours. What grounds are there for his detention?

This is a case of equipment failure aboard an aircraft. On aircraft such as this, it happens all the time. So if there is a delay, it will demonstrate the unfriendly nature of, what is more, not the Lithuanian republic but those international formations a member of which that state is. I mean the European Union and NATO.

So this minor incident will for us be a test of what Russia's friendship with its Western friends is worth. 

Defence Minister Sergey Ivanov apologizes for the plane crash and pledges to pay 3,000 euros in compensation to Lithuania.

The MOD denies Estonian claims that Russian military planes flying from St. Petersburg to Kaliningrad endanger the safety of civilian airliners by switching off transponders. 

16 September 2005 Vladimir Putin meets US President George Bush in Washington.

16 September 2005  Deputy Foreign Minister Aleksandr Alekseyev says the new draft final document for the fourth round of six-sided talks on the Korean Peninsula's nuclear problem is balanced in nature.  “It refers to North Korea's right to use nuclear energy for peaceful purposes and the possibility at an appropriate point in the future of the construction of a light-water nuclear reactor.”  The new draft document was distributed today by the Chinese delegation.

16 September 2005 Sergey Lavrov welcomes the UN Security Council's decision to pass a resolution calling on all states to make incitement to terrorism a criminal offence.

16 September 2005 The deputy head of the Federal Industry Agency, Igor Garivadskiy, says Russia could supply much more weaponry to India than at present.

16 September 2005 Russia and Uzbekistan conduct anti-terrorist exercises in Uzbekistan.

17 September 2005 A Chechen delegation headed by the republic's president, Alu Alkhanov, departs for an official visit to Jordan and Syria.

17 September 2005 Rosatom chief Aleksandr Rumyantsev says that since Iran complies with the Non-Proliferation Treaty there is no need to refer it to the UN Security Council.

17 September 2005 The MFA says Russia's proposal to hold an international meeting on Middle East at a high expert level in Moscow remains in force.

18 September 2005 Vladimir Putin says that Tehran is working "quite cooperatively" with the IAEA on Iranian nuclear problems and hopes that this work will continue. He says that Russia and the USA are not enemies but partners.  He also says that foreign troops should leave Iraq in the course of one or two years and that this must take place in line with the ability of Iraq's own security forces to maintain the country's security. 

18 September 2005 Russian peacekeeping forces return from Sierra Leone.

19 September 2005 The MFA says the outcome of the fourth round of talks in Beijing “gives hope for further successful continuation of the six-way process, the final goal of which is nuclear-free status for the Korean peninsula”.

Sergey Lavrov says the accords are a great success for all the ‘six’.  North Korea has scrapped the plan to create nuclear weapons in return for security guarantees and international assistance. Relevant statements have been signed in Beijing. 

The head of Rosatom, Aleksandr Rumyantsev, says that Russia could build a nuclear power station in North Korea. 

Aleksandr Alekseyev, the head of the Russian delegation at the six-party talks on the Korean peninsula says Russia cannot provide energy assistance to the DPRK unless Pyongyang returns to the "relevant non-proliferation regime”.

19 September 2005 The MFA says the Russian pilot and aircraft which crashed in Lithuania on 15 September should be returned to the Russian Federation.

19 September 2005 Chechen President Alu Alkhanov visits Syria.

20 September 2005 The Georgian MFA makes a protest to the Russian MFA against the declaration on "striving to preserve the unity of Ossetia" recently signed by the head of the Republic of North Ossetia (Taymuraz Mamsurov) and South Ossetian leader (Eduard Kokoiti).

20 September 2005 Georgia protests about Russian military equipment being present at a military parade in Tskhinvali, South Ossetia.  The Russian peacekeeping commander in South Ossetia, Marat Kulakhmetov, says that the deployment of the additional military equipment had not been agreed with him.

20 September 2005 Defence Minister Sergey Ivanov says that pilot Valeriy Troyanov should be allowed to return back home from Lithuania.

20 September 2005 Defence Minister Sergey Ivanov visits Kyrgyzstan.

20 September 2005 Vladimir Putin is interviewed on Fox News TV on the Russo-US relationship.

20 September 2005 Sergey Lavrov says Russia supports the idea of declaring the Middle East a zone free of weapons of mass destruction. This is following a meeting of the four intermediaries in the Middle East peace settlement (Russia, USA, the UN and the EU).

Sergey Lavrov meets the Chinese Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing within the framework of the 60th UN General Assembly session in New York.  They discuss North Korea and Iran.

20 September 2005 The Emergencies Ministry opens offices at the European Union and NATO headquarters in Brussels.

21 September 2005 Chechen President Alu Alkhanov visits Jordan.

21 September 2005 Georgian Defence Minister Irakli Okruashvili says it is possible that Russian peacekeepers are behind the latest shelling in the South Ossetian conflict zone. 

21 September 2005 Defence Minister Sergey Ivanov says that Russia has long-term plans regarding its presence at the Kant airbase in Kyrgyzstan.

Sergey Ivanov visits Uzbekistan.

21 September 2005 Sergey Lavrov says the issue of supplying light-water reactors to Pyongyang can only be addressed after the North Korean nuclear programme is dismantled.

21 September 2005 Boris Berezovskiy arrives in Latvia.  The Russian authorities demand his extradition.  Latvia refuses.

21 September 2005 Sergey Lavrov says the referral of the Iranian "nuclear dossier" to the United Nations Security Council will politicize the problem unnecessarily.

The MFA considers "proposals that Iran's nuclear programme be referred to the UN Security Council as counterproductive and unconducive to the search for a solution to the problem by political and diplomatic methods". 

21 September 2005 Sergey Lavrov warns the US government and non-governmental organizations to avoid interfering in Russian politics and pursue their goals in ex-Soviet states exclusively by "understandable and transparent" methods.

21 September 2005 Sergey Lavrov visits Mexico.

22 September 2005  Russia's permanent representative to the UN, Andrey Denisov, says Russia intends to continue observing the moratorium on nuclear testing until the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty comes into force, provided that other nuclear powers take the same approach to their obligations.

22 September 2005 The Office of the Latvian Prosecutor-General receives a request from the Office of the Russian Prosecutor-General for the extradition of Boris Berezovskiy. 

22 September 2005 Defence minister Sergey Ivanov says he supports Uzbekistan's decision to withdraw the US military base from the country.

22 September 2005 The head of Rosatom, Aleksandr Rumyantsev, says Russia is potentially willing to cooperate with North Korea on the construction of nuclear sites.

23 September 2005 The government of Armenia decides to hand over 100% of the shares of Electricity Networks of Armenia to Russia's Interenergo BV company, a member of United Energy Systems of Russia.

23 September 2005 The heads of the Russian and Lithuanian foreign ministries, Sergey Lavrov and Antanas Valionis, have a telephone conversation.  They discuss the accident involving a Russian Su-27 aircraft.

23 September 2005 Sergey Lavrov says Russia wants the resolution of the Board of Governors of the IAEA on Iran's nuclear programme to be based on the report of the IAEA director-general.

23 September 2005 Ukrainian foreign minister Borys Tarasyuk visits Moscow.

23 September 2005 The Office of the Latvian Prosecutor-General rejects Russia's request for the extradition of Boris Berezovskiy.

23 September 2005 A Federation Council delegation led by Sergey Mironov leaves for an official visit to China.

23 September 2005 Defence minister Sergey Ivanov attends Russo-Uzbek exercises in Uzbekistan.

24 September 2005 Finance Minister Aleksey Kudrin says that if Russia maintains an economic growth rate in excess of the world average, Russia has the potential, in the next 30-40 years, of joining not just the top eight but top six economies in terms of size, and even in terms of per capita GDP.

Kudrin says the plan is for Russia to up oil production this year by around 3%, or more than 30 million tonnes.  At present, Russia's output is some 9.3 million barrels of oil per day.  Kudrin is attending a meeting of the IMF in Washington.

24 September 2005 The MFA says Russia intends to increase its contributions to the UN budget.

24 September 2005 The withdrawal of Russian peacekeeping forces from the UN mission in Sierra Leone is completed.

26 September 2005 The MFA expresses concern over the rise of tension in the Gaza strip.

26 September 2005 The MFA condemns the recent bombing incident in Lebanon.

26 September 2005 The Main Military Prosecutor's Office removes former Ukrainian Prime Minister Yuliya Tymoshenko from the international wanted list and cancels its sanction for her arrest.

27 September 2005 Rosatom head Alexander Rumyantsev says that Russia recommends that Iran extend its moratorium on uranium conversion and abandon plans for uranium enrichment.

27 September 2005 The chief of the General Staff of the armed forces, Yuriy Baluyevskiy, and his Syrian counterpart, Ali Habib, meet in Moscow to discuss military cooperation and arms trade matters. 

28 September 2005 The secretary of the Georgian National Security Council, Gela Bezhuashvili visits Moscow for talks with his Russian counterpart, Igor Ivanov.  Georgian state minister for conflict settlement Giorgi Khaindrava will also take part in the talks.

29 September 2005 Kyrgyz Prime Minister Feliks Kulov arrives in Moscow for talks with the Russian leadership.

30 September 2005 A member of the British House of Lords, Nicolas Rea (Lord Rea of Eskdale), is refused a Russian visa. Lord Rea was planning to attend a second court hearing for the early release of former Federal Security Service colonel Mikhail Trepashkin. 

30 September 2005 Defence Minister Sergey Ivanov says that the EU's decision to introduce an embargo on arms supplies to Uzbekistan will not affect military and technical cooperation between Russia and Uzbekistan.

30 September 2005 Ukrainian Prime Minister Yuriy Yekhanurov arrives in Moscow for talks.

30 September 2005 Defence Minister Sergey Ivanov says that Lithuania is increasingly actively moving issues linked to the accident of the Su-27 fighter aircraft to the political level.

Ivanov says that Russian peacekeepers can leave conflict zones in Abkhazia and South Ossetia only on condition that the two sides to the conflict agree to it.

30 September 2005 The head of the Russian Federal Atomic Energy Agency, Aleksandr Rumyantsev, is interviewed on Ekho Moskvy.  He discusses Iran, North Korea, the Russian nuclear industry.

30 September 2005 Georgy Mirskiy, IMEMO analyst, is interviewed in Rossiyskaya Gazeta.  He calls for sanctions against Iran.  

30 September 2005 The MFA welcomes the Algerian referendum on the Charter for Peace and National Reconciliation.
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